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Article 5 - objectives:

– When establishing and implementing maritime spatial 

planning, Member States shall consider economic, social and 

environmental aspects to support sustainable development 

and growth in the maritime sector, applying an ecosystem-

based approach, and to promote the coexistence of relevant 

activities and uses 

Sustainability in the MSP directive
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Thinking about sustainability assessment
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• Social justice: assessing distributional

aspects of sea-based benefits and well-being

• Empowerment: including smaller and less

organised stakeholders of sea use (physical

interaction/recreation, identity/feeling of 

belonging, amenity, education/knowledge)

Social sustainability aspects in MSP 
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Combination of frameworks
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Proposed framework:  the MSP-SA
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The indicator pool
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The indicator pool
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The sustainability framework & the 

analysis of alternative plans related to 

MSP
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