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The role of data in MSP…
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Data harmonisation framework I
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1) key information: space & time!

 may be implemented in the attribute table or in the metadata 

• predefined attribute domains with descriptions

• spatial dimensions: vertical, horizontal

• temporal dimensions: occurrence, frequency, time line
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Data harmonisation framework II
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2) non spatial evidence is often neglected!

 help-files to include data in GIS 

• Include further information in the metadata
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Baltic Sea Atlas – data example 
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Baltic Sea Atlas – non-spatial data  
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Baltic Sea Atlas – metadata ArcCatalog

Status of marine spatial plans
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Baltic Sea Atlas 

http://bio-50.io-warnemuende.de/iowbsa/index.php

- Environmental properties (11 datasets)

- Biology (5)

- Chemistry (1)

- Geology (1)

- Physics (3)

- Bathymetry (1)

- Case studies (36 datasets)

- Aquaculture (33)

- Latvian Baltic Sea waters, Gulf of Riga (2)

- Pan-Baltic (1)

- Effects and pressures (3 datasets)

- Anthropogenic uses (11 datasets)

= 61 datasets

https://www.io-warnemuende.de/bio-ag-marine-planning.html
https://www.io-warnemuende.de/bio-ag-marine-planning.html


• Data harmonisation makes it easier for planners

• Uniform quality standards support cross-border planning 

• Vertical & temporal dimensions enhance the usability of datasets

• Flexible solutions for metadata serve different user needs 

• Spatial data and ‘non-spatial’ data can be hosted in the same repository

Data is the core…key points
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https://ijsdir.sadl.kuleuven.be/index.php/ijsdir/article/view/494

• BONUS BASMATI video

https://bonusbasmati.eu/results-material/videos/

• Baltic Sea Atlas

http://bio-50.io-warnemuende.de/iowbsa/index.php

Further resources
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Figure 1: WebGIS application Baltic Sea Atlas (available at: http://bio-50.io-
warnemuende.de/iowbsa/index.php) 
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